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The Prompt Hand of Fellowship to
Panama.

President ROOSEVELT received Mr.
BUNAU-VARILLA at the White House
yesterday as the Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Re-
publio of Panama.

This official reception constitutes a
full and final recognition of the new re-
public by the United States, as a Gov-
ernment by right as well as in fact. The
recognition s not partial or tentative or
temporary. We are the first, in Mr.
ROOSEVELT'S eloquent phrase, “to
atretch out the hand of fellowship and
to observe toward the new-born State
the rules of equal intercourse that regu-
late the relations of sovereigntiea toward
each other.”

By the act of the United States, there-
fore, Panama is established and recog-
nized as an independent and sovereign
power. Other Governments will now
follow our example.

Political criticlsm of the Administra~-
tion for its policy with regard to the
Isthmus I8 rapidly : arrowing to a single
line of attack, namely, that the recog-
nition has been accorded prematurely,
with indecent haste,

In other words, Mr. ROOSEVELT and
Secretary HAY are held to be culpable
for knowing when the iron was hot and
striking then, without any hesitation or
delay.

We do not think that this particular
reproach will injure either the President
or the Secretary of State in the estima-
tion of patriotio Americans.

But how justly and with what terrifio
impact would the nation’s censure have

fallen upon them, if in choosing the time |

for the recognition of Parama they had
erred on the side of delay; if by inde-
clsion they had eacrificed and nullified
the national opportunity; if by procras-
tination they had permitted France or
Germany or any other European Govern-
ment to be the first to stretch out the
hand of fellowship to Panama, and to
arrogate thereby the relation to her
future which belougs to us alone!

A Long Felt Wans.

One of the glaring defects of our ju-
diclal system has been the lack of a tribu-
nal competent and willing to examine
the multifarious charges of one sort and
another that haye been brought'xg

“..__Gen. LEONAAS WooD since the beginning

of bis éxtraordinary career.

This unfortunate obstacle to the vin-
dication of the recently {llustrious war-
rior’s name and fame has been removed
by the deciaion of the Senate Committee
on Military Affairs to postpone his con-
firmation aa Major-Cteneral until some
matters have been investigated, and some
doubts cleared up.

If Gen. WooD has been chafilng under
the restraints which an imperfeoct ju-
dicial system have imposed upon him,
the news of the Senate committee’s con-
siderate action, flashed to him half-way
around the world, must occasion him
Joyof an unusual and acute description.

The ldquor Traffio and Its Foes.

The extent to which the retail traffic in
Bquors has been restricted and interfered
with in recent years by hostilo legisla~
tion and by the action of communities em-
powered to permit or prohibit it under
looal option laws is not generally known
outside the trade. That it i8 fully real-
ized by the saloonkeepers tlemselves is
shown by the action of the national con~
vention of liquor dealers in Pittaburg,
in voting to recommend the raising of a
great defence fund by means of a stamp
tax to be imposed on the dealers by them-
gelves, for the purpose of preventing the
enactment of further legislation directed
against their business, and the modifica~
tion cf the existing statutes affecting
their trade.,

The general adoption of the local option

throughout the United States hes
excluded the legal trade in alcoholic
beverages from great territories in which
there was formerly a good market for
such goods. The conditions eristing in
the Bouthern States are only vaguely
known beyond their own borders, but
the fact is that in such Btates as Ken-
tucky, Arkansas, Alabama, Texas and
Commonwealths with similar domestic
oonditions vast areas «f territory are
closed to the retall liquor trade by the
voluntary act of their inhabitants. This
s true also of many Northern States.
The result is that the saloons that are run
are open in defiance of the law, and
against the wishes of a majority of the
woters, and hence the amount of liquor
gold is much less than it would be if li-
censed and protected drinking places
were allowed.,

In Congress various causes have led to
the adoption of anti-saloon legislation of
one kind or another uutil the advocates
of prohibition are now strong enough to
work for the enactment of a law forbid-
ding the sale of liquor in or adjacent to
any Government building or reservation.
A great number of drinking places would
be closed by such a law, or compelled to
move to less fuvorablesituations.

The members of the trade have a lively
appreciation of the hostile attitude of
Congrees, Legislatures and a great body
of citizens toward their business and the
steps which they will take to combat
further cncroachments on their privi-
leges will be worth studying. To raise a
great “defence” fund will be easy for

them. It is calculated that their gelf-
Imposed stamp tax will bring in not less
than $200,000 a year to the national asso-
clation. Itis well worth the attention of
the liquor dealers, however, that the
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expenditure of money had little to do
with the enactment of the legislation to
which they object. It was brought about
through the demands of public opinion,
and the sentiment against the saloon is
not restricted to a small class in the com-
munity, such as the clergy, or charity
workers, or penologists.

Within a month a New York long-
ghoremen's union his adopted resolu-
tions calling on employers to keep liquor
off piers and shipe on which its members
are working and asking that drunken
men be not employed in loading and un-
loading ships. Railway employees are
compelled by their employers to keep out
of saloons; in fact, some railway com-
panies impose practical total abstinence
on their employees.

It is improbable that even a great oor-
ruption fund can undo the anti-saloon
accomplishments that have resulted
from the acts of so many persons of all
sorts and conditions. Here and there the
regulations governing the traffic in liquor
may be relaxed a little; but instead of n
general reversal of the policy of close
restriction and high license for saloous
throughout the United States, the ox-
tension of that policy and a stricter en-
forcement. of the laws in the future seem
to be probable, in spite of the efforts of
the trade to prevent them.

An Export Tax on Fuel Proposed.

We note with pleasure a renewal in
many quarters of the disoussion of meas-
ures intended to hasten the restoration
of the American merchant marine to its
old place in the world’s carrying trade.
This is A good sign. The subject is of
supreme importance; and the question
of logislative method will not down until
it is settled by Congress,

In a letter printed to-day Prol. AMASA
TROWBRIDGE of the Mechanical Engi-
neering Department of Columbia Uni-
versity presents soma ideas which are
{nteresting, although, in our opinion, ngé
sound in all respects. He opposes the
subsidy plan. As an alternative he sug-
gesta an export duty on all coal supplied
to foreign built ships, Amerioan built
ships and those registered here being
exempt from the duty. He points out
the advantage of such preferential
treatment in the matter of fuel, and ex-
presses the belief that it would be par-
tioularly beneficia! to the large, swift
steamers of American registry.

As oll 18 also used as fuel, Prof. TROW-
BRIDGE recommends that an export
duty be placed on that mineral also ia
the case of foreign steamships. In a
geveral way, Lie seems to think that it
would be good policy to discourage by
a discriminating export tax tha removal
of both of these valuable American prod-
ucts to other oountries.

That question need not ba considered;
nor, Indeed, the merits of the export
tax on fuel in its specifio relation to the
shipping problam. No exnort duty of this
or any other kind is possible under the
Constitution of the United States. Prol.
TROWBRIDGE has apparertly overlioked
that clause of the ninth section of Artlole
I. which provides as follows:

C v Ho tax or duty ahall be lald on articles exported

from alp-State”

The Constitution ¢akes--away from
Congress the power to interfere by tax-
atlon in any way or for any purpose with
export:. A discriminating duty on ex-
ported coal or oll could not be imposed
by statute.

This broad fact {n its relation to Prof.
TROWBRIDGE'S proposed substitute for
subsidy legislation may lead our es-
teemed correepondent to reconsider his
objection to the latter method.

Andrew Haswell Green.

The violent death yesterday of this
eminent man, in his eighty-fourth year,
vias a tragical ending of a career of use-
ful energy of one who was foremost in
the citizenship of New York.

Every great movement forward made
by this community for more than fifty
years past had received aid and impulse
from his remarkable and truly states-
manlike ability and his tireless zeal. In
his earller career he was associated witL
SAMURL J. TILDEN in a law partnership,
and in intellectual breadth and grasp
was scarcely second to that great po-
litical leader and consummate lawyer,

Aslong ago as 1856 he was President of
the Board of Education. When the proj-
ect for laying out Central Park took
shape, in 1857, Mr. GREEN was one of the
finance committee; and from that year
to 1870 he was president of the adminis-
trative board. To the wisdom of AN-
prEw H, GREEN, his remarkable execu-
tive ability and his almost religious de-
votion to the public interests, New York
owes the development and perfection
of that great pleasure ground; for ex-
cept with the cooperation of such a mar
FREDERICKE LAw OLMSTED and CALVERT
VAUX could never have carried out the
plans for its improvement in their full
artistio development. He was the very
watchdog of the Park during its early
stages, frightening off every political In-
fluence which sought to interfere wiil
the execution of the schemes devised by
1andscape art.

At the time when the plundering of
the Tweed Ring had brought the city
to the verge of bankruptcy Mr. GREEN
was called upon to administer the office of
Comptroller, and by his masterly and
drastio management he had soon rees-
tablished, on a sound basis, the finances
of the municipality. It was a thankless
office, for in it he was compelled by his
rigid sense of publio duty to pursue &
course which made for him many ene-
mies and few friends. His uncompro-
wising character prevented Mr. GREEN
from ever rising to the political influ-
ence and importance to which his abili-
ties entitled him. He had never the art
of conciliation, but always drove
ahead to the accomplishment of his
public spirited purposes without regard
to obstaclea of men or political conditions.
Rightfully. by reason of his eminenca and
peculiar knowledge and mastery of the
laws and necessities of the city, he should
bave been the first Mayor of the con-
solidated city, a project early suggested
by him and resolutely pushed by his
energy to its practlcal fulfilment.

These are merely & few landmarks in
the career of Mr. GRerN. His whole life

was devoted sedulously to the publio
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interests. They were his thought by
day and his dream by night. To them

rather than to his own private affairs he |

gave his chief solicitude. He was never
without some plan for the improvement
of New York, city and State. Even when
hereached advanced age he was as fertile
in suggestion and as tireless in exeocution
as he had been in his sturdiest prime. It
was an Inspiration to publio duty to talk
with bim, His statesmanlike imagina-
tion was always stimulating to the dullest
mind. His was a treasury of knowledge
concerning publio affairs and public men,
more especially on the municipal history
of New York, from which he was eager
to give helpful information to any one
who manifested any interest in the sub-
Jects in which his own interest was so
ardent and so unselfish.

Shortly before the recent election we
printed an argument by Mr. GREEN
against the canal amendment, remark-
able for its vigor of statement. It was
notable in {its literary form also, lucid,
logical, well-knit, powerful; and it fur-
nished, moreover, a typical example of
his close attention to all large publio
questions, wholly apart from any selfish
concern.

Had ANDREW HASWELL GREEN had
more of the arta of conciliation, had he
been less uncompromising, more tolerant
and less ungracious to those who looked
first at their private interests and only
second at the interests of the publio—
that is, if he had been of the temperament
and the morals of the adroit politician,
he would have been a foremost figure in
national politics, for he was of the mould
of a statesman of the highest order.

The German Kalser.

A bulletin {ssued yesterday at Berlin
by the physicians in attendance on the
Kauiser describes the satisfactory progress
of the healing of the wound made Ly the
surgical operation on him.

A despatch from the Lancet of London
to the Medical Journal of New York is
also encouraging. It expresses the opin-
ion that while “the family history must
cause anxiety,” there is nothing in the
report of the medical advisers which
“justifies a suspicion of malignanoy.”

It 18 devoutly to be hoped that no
grounds for any such suspicion will arise
in the future. The German Kaiser is one
of the great figures in the world of this
time. Binoe ho came to the Imperial
throne he has advanced steadily in the
respectful consideration of his contem-
poraries. He is a sovereign who has the
most serlous conception of the duties and
responaibilities of his place and is tire-
lesa in their performance. His abilities,
intellectual and moral, are on a very high
level, and he hes {n him a distinctive
quality of genius. Under his rule Ger-
many has moved forward politically and

creatures, with a pride and joy in their
homes, and totally unconscious of their
“imperfect monogamy.” As for the
“young family of children,” many land-
lords and janitors agree with our golden-
mouthed friend on that point. All the
better for suburban and country real
estate,

How many young women, about to
enter into that state of imperfect monog-
amy are busy to-day “buying things for
our flat.” How many blissful JACKs and
JrLi8 are looking forward eagerly to
what in their ignorance they regard as a
home in one of these resurrected cata-
oombs? No home for Dr. PARKIURST;
but then, they don't expect Dr. PARK-
HURST. They don't care a rap for Dr.
PAREKHURST, the unregenerate young
heathen. They practice their little econ-
omies to indulgo in their little extrava-
gances. For years they will be adding to
the stuff and happiness in that absurd
little flat.

Hasn't Dr. PARKRHURST begun to kick
at the door of JACK'S and Jrry's flat in
the Aroadla a little too soon? Better be
off with the old row before you're on with
the new. Dr. WILBUR F. CBRAFT roars
deflantly that “Cincinnatl is nearer hell
than any other city in the world is or ever
will be.” Will Dr. PARKHURST let the pre-
eminence of New York be attacked in
that way? Is Cincinnati nearer than
forty-seven days to the suburb of Cincin~
nati? Dr. PARKHURST ought to settle
that question at once. Most of the “flat
people” are sottled for the winter. The
time to frighten them is next spring.

In view of the facts that the Government
shows no disposition to change its policy
of the “open shop” in conducting its print-
ing offive in Warhington, and that the
American Federation of Labor cannot rec-
ognize such an inatitution, it is in order now
for President GomMpERs and his followers
w declare a boyocott agalnst the United
States at onoe.

A Canadian Woman’'s Opluion of the
Yankee Nation.

To THB EDITOR OF THA BUN—Sir: As &
Oanadian woman earning her living in the de-
tostad “States” and sending money to Canada
each month to suppnrt & home I could not
support there, and educating in a Massachu-
setts school a little sister I could not educate
in Canada, I protest agalnst the disgraceful
and caddish demonstrations against the Stars
and Btripes that have been oocurring in some
of our theatrrs. Do the people who hate 8o
bitturly, so unjustly, so ungratefully, realize
that hundreds of thousands of their brothera
and sisters and sons and daughtars are mak-
ing their Uving and their fortunes uuder the
flag they firss hated—because they did not
understand—and then loved ard adopted?
Do they stop to think that if it were not for the
Grand Republio Canada would be in the con-
ditlon of a farming community without a
market? .

A Canadian boy's ambition, just as soon as
he has ambitions, is to go to the “States.”
There he {8 welcomed by a big, broad minded,
deep chested, whole soulad and tolerant peo-

eocnomically at a faster rate than ever ' ple. The United Btates is literally drenched

before in its history.

That long life may be the portion of the
Kaiser is a prayer in which all civilization
will join heartily.

Dr. Parkhurst and the Resurreoted
Catacombs.

Dr. PARKEURST bas given, with his

habitual caution and reserve, this opinion

| of fipts or ‘anarsmant hayaese™ |

“There can be no home In the true sense of the
word In one of these resurrected cataoombas set up
on end, with thelr tunnels used for elevator shafis.
Any sort of & house is better than a flat. Life In the
apartment houses s the reason for the increase of
what [ may call Ilmperfect monogamy !n thia city
and for the greater number of unhappy marrisges
and dlvorce suits. A tenemens, flai or apartmenst
house ls 0o place for a young wife or for a young
family oi ohlldren. There |s absoiutely no home
iife about 1t. There s no opportunity for the ex-
ercise of & woman's qualities.”

There may be some misguided persons
that will refuse to accept a decision ut-
teced by Dr. PARRHURST. In epite of
his authority in politics and sociology
and the general management of the
world, they will insist that there are
plenty of happy homes in flats. On ac-
count of the impenetrability of matter
and the tightness of this little island of
Manhattan, the tenement hLouse, its
better-to-do brother the flat and {ts
wealthy brother, the family hotel, must
have the honor of housing most of the
Manhattanese. These are all tenement
houses of various kind, as the Hon.JacoB
A. Rrissays; but what of {t? All houses
are a development of the hut, with the
cave, now going deeper into the inwards
of the earth, asa cellar. Can nobody have
a home unless he has a “detached * house
all to himself? “Even in a palace life
may be lived well,” said MARCUS AURE-
1.1U8, & philosopher almost as well known
as Dr. PARKHURST. BSo, even in a flat,
there may be homes.

In a few years there will be few other
homes in Manhattan. A few palaces,
too “palatial” for their owners to dwell
in; and miles of star-seeking flata. If Dr,
PARKHURST had noticed the obvious
fact that a few unfortunate millionalres,
\istening to thelr wives or thelr architects,
have built or are buildlng structures,
half museum, half-mausoleum, so grand,
gloomy, peculiar and impressive that no-
body can live in them long, hemight have
pitied those unfortunates who find out
too late that too much size and splendor
are dep:essing. But many, perhaps,
most of the “imperfect monogamists”
whom Dr. PARKHURST pities and disap-
proves are not aware of their imperfeo-
tion and actually dare to grinat his ban-
ning of the flat and to be ridiculously
comfortable and happy.

We can't all be Dr. PARKHRURSTS. If
we were what a different face the world
would wear! He must have a house all
to himself. His great spirit would be
cabined in a flat. But there are hundreds
of thousands of folks, whose temper is
at least as sweet as his, who have their
homes in flats and manage to live oredit-
able lives and don't lie awake to weep
because they haven't a whole house. It
would be a bother or a nuisance'to most
of them if they had. Are there any more
unhappy marriages, any more divorces
in proportion in flata than in honeaa?
Dr. PARKHURST is certain that there are.
Dr. PARKHURST is always certain. Where
does he get his statisticsa? Make 'em?
It is a privilege of genius.

A flat no place for “a young wife"?
Perhaps the young wives are the best
judges of that. There are plenty of them
in that place that looks so forbidding to
this censor; plenty of bright, cheerful

with prosperous business and professional
Canadians. We do not ask that those at home
be mindful of our feelings becaute we are in
what they might call the “euemy's country, *
but we would suggest that many of them have
some regard for the source of their bread and
butter.

What is partioularly embarrassing to a
woman who has made a living In the “States”
and who has paid off a mortgage on her
parents’ Canadian home with American
money, is the thought that her brother might
ha ong of those “hooters.” The good nature of
the Yankee s proverblal, so Is his vigorous
language, so is tlLe burly ferocity with which
he fighte when the limit of his endurance h. <
been reached But most humiliating of all
to mae is the fact that Canada's boorlsh demon-
strations have not excited any comment, I
bave heard none where I bourded, none in my
church, none in my place of business; and I am
forced by the circumstance to the unbear-
able conclusion that th- American does not
take my country seriouslr. When he does
refer to us it i3 in association or comparison
with some ineffectual Central American re-
publio which he expects to spank presentiy-—
and he always spraks indulgently of us.

The Americans laugh at the idea of annexa-
tion. “What geod could come of it?" tLey
urge. I have not seen one in favor of it.

The United States does not, like England,
have to keep a lot of rhymesters grinding out
bragging verses about her prowess—a tale
that 18 told—verses as immodest as they are
untrus, about her “far flung battle line.® Yas,
far flung, but only dotted here und there with
skirmishes between baker's dozens of Cock-
neys and negroes or Afghans.

My compliments to Mr. Kipling, and say I
could have sold my farm in Canada had not
his “Lady of the Snows" scared off the good
people of this country.

A PATRIOTIO CANADIAN.

Nww YoRrg, Nov. 12.

Am Ohie Offset to My, Free Frost of New Hamp-
shire.

To Tas Enrror oF THR SUN—Sir: Free Frost
of East Wolfeboro, N. H., who I8 knocking, will
ous no loe, for, behold! Flamen Ball of Toledo, Ohla,
an insurange man, a swect smoke of rhetorio, as
1t were, awalts weloome. He has it In him to be
the real and only sun In the firmamenut of the Im-
mortals, He scattereth life, power and heat with
all his caloria. He never begs and seidom eats,
he 1s a part of all shat he haa met, and coets nothing
for stoking. Gronae Morrar,

NRW YORK Nov, 12

Which Is the Bigger, a Pecrast or a Duohess?
To THR EDITON OF THR SUN~8ir!  We have read
that many women peered Inte the carriage of the
Duchess., Did they. by dolng this, become pecr-
esses, or were they only peererst And I|f they
were pecreases, wasn't there some sort of a reasou
why they should see and feel the gowns of the
Duochess! Weon this side are hardly up on these
matters, and I trust that THE SUN, whioh shines
#0 bonigncatly these fine days will send a fow en-
lghtening rays on the natter. R. A. Dix.
NEw YORK Nov. 12.

The Consent of the Governed This Time.

From the Chcago Dally News.

Before making the recognition of the Republlo
of Panama a campalgn issue the Demoorats will
do well 10 observe that In ‘hls case their favorite
“consent of the governed” doctrine is working in
tavor of Panama

The Unlon Workman to His Wife,
Wife, pull the blinds down closer
And double-lock the door;
Then get thatl shauby beuny
That yesteryoar | wors,
And sew a button on It—
Sh-sh-sh! for there might be
An agent of the unlon
Now keeping watch on mel

You see, dear wife, it's differens
From how things used to go,
Before this unlon businoss
Had tyrannized us 0.
We had a listle freedom—
We sometimes had some work—
Before this Samparksism
Had schooled us all to shirk.

You used 10 mend nmiy garments,
1 used to mend our shoes;
In fact we onoe came nearly
Behaving as wa ahosa
Butnow we've got the unlon,
“In union there is strength™—
God knows | real ze it;
*T'will strangle me at length.

So pull the blinds down oloser,
And double-logk the door.
Then ix my shabby beany
That yesteryear 1 wore.
Some agent of the union
Might now he keeping tab,
And 1 might be blacklisted,
For, wile, you're a soabl!

THE FORAKER

JAI ALAI AND
LA

HAVANA, Nov. 7—~As It is operated in
Havana, the game of Jal Alal is nothing
else than a gigantio gambling institution
{n which thousands of dollars change hands
upon every game. Without the gambling
feature, it would long ago have died out
from lack of patronage. It la corrupt in
its tendencies, demoralizing in its influ-
ences and baneful in its results. A Because
of its similar effects and oconsequenoces
in the City of Mexioo, the game was sup-
pressed and prohibited in that oity. Be-
cause of ite influence upon the Havaness,
a vigorous campalgn for its suppression
was for many months conducted {n the city
of Havana. The effort to suppreas it was
abandoned, according to the statements
of peopls here, largely because of American
official assurance of the hopelessness of
such effort by reason of the faot that it
was authorized by an American conoession
which, involving a vested property right,
waas irrevocably fixed by Article IV. of the
Platt amendment. This point is by mno
means certain, notwithstanding any es-
sertions which may have been made to the
oontrary; and an analysis of the matter is
of interest and of great importanoe,.

Shortly before the evaouation of Cuba
by the Spanish Government, vigorous
effort was made to offect the completion
of & number of concessions and franchises
for whioh application had been flled and
upon which partial action had been taken
by the Government then in control. At
the instance of the late Presidont MoKinley,
the American evacuation ocommittee re-
monstrated with the Spanish Governor
General. In compliance with titeir deaires,
an order was issued by Gen. Castellanos
suspending all prooeedings in such cases.
Th!; action left various franchises and oon-
cessions in an inchoate ocond!‘ion, lacking
validity by reason of the ausence of final
governmental action.

Among these, there was the Jal Alai
conceselon. That it was thus included is
clearly proved by the fact of subsequent
application to the Government of Inter-
vention for the completion of the act. Had
the concer <lon been full and valld, 1o such
arplication would have been necessary.
Au act of the United States Congress which
has become generally familiar under the
name of the Foraker amendment, or the
Foraker law, prohibited the granting of
any property, fran hise or conoession what-
eivor by any military or other authority
whatsoever whiloe Cuba was under ocoupa-
tion by the Uwnited States. This estopped
not only new end original applications,
but also prohibited the completion, under
American authority, of the pending and
inchoate Spanish conoceeeions, in which
group the Jal Alri conceseion was unquee-
tionably included. Upon the very eve of
the American withdrawal from the island,
in May, 1002, Gen. Wood hy an official act
confirmod and established the inchoate
Jai Alal conceseion, and so granted to this
company an exclugive privilege to conduct
its nefarious enterprise for a period of ten
years; and {n an official letter directed to
Serior Manuel Otaduy, president of the
Socledad Anonima Jai Alal, he said: *The
rights acquired by your compan; are pro-
teoted by the laws in foroo.” The pertinent
question arises whether that oowpany
had any rights at all excapt those illegally
conferred by the Military Governor,

In the opinions of the Attorney-General
(Vol. 22, p. 410), Attorney-General Griggs
states the following:

By Exeoutlve Order (Order of Des. M, 18508),
promulgated by the General commanding the
United States forces in Cuba, all grants and eon-
cesslons of franchises end simflar rights have heen
forbidden to be made by any authority in the (sland
except upon ths appro val of the Secretary of War.

Without due authorization from Wash-
ington, Gen. Wood was incompetent to give
validity to any inchoate conoession, ‘The
question was therefore submitted to the
War Department, where it was referred to
Judge Magoon, the legal adviser of the
Insular Division, for his review and opinjon,
At thi: point there {8 encountered a peouliar
and interesting oonsideration. In the
refererice of the matter to Washington,
nothing appaars to have been sald of the
ocentral and important issus, and olear
ground s left for a belief in its deliberate
suppresgion. The point upon which the
opinion of the War Departinent was asked

dealt only with the right of the municipality |

of Havana to lease a plece of property be-
longing to it for the purpose of erecting
thereon the ¥routon, or building in which
the game was to be played.

In his communication to the War Depart-
ment, Gen. Wood sald (see Magoon's Re-
ports, p. 542): *The municipal council elected
by the people entered into a business agree-
ment which it deama to be to the advantage
of the munioipality, as it obtains at the end
of ten years a building worth about $8,000."
As a matter of fact, the building would be
worth little more than 8 000 centavos inas-
much as it {8 utterly nnsuitable for any pur-
poso other than that for which it was erected.
Gen. Wood made no mention whatever of
the grant of a coucession, nor of thefact that
the conceaston was for the establishment of
a glgantie gamtling institution. On the
contrary, Gen. Wood's statements to the
Departmeant indicate that the building In
questlon was Intended merely as a place for
athletic recreaticn. This s shown by Judge
Magoon's commsnat (Magoon's Reports, p.
542) that hls understanding was that the
proposed Fronton was a “handball court
wherein the publio are to be permitted to
play handball upon the payment of a fee.”
It i{s impossible thet Gen. Wood himself
was misied in the matter. The issue of the
Gaceta de la Habona which coptalns his
confirmation of the righta of the company,
contains also a full and complete presenta-
tion of the gams, the method of play, the
implements used. and the rules and regu-
lations of the betting. It cannot for a
moment be supposed that if the War De-
partment had realized that it was asked to
authorize the establishment of a vast and
exolusive gambling privilege, it would not
have Interposed at onoe a peremptory
prohibition.

FromJudge Magoon's attitude it is a fair
inferenoe that he entertained a suspicion
that somot 1ing was being withheld. In his
submitted opinion (see Report, p. 642) he
BAYS:

The attention of the Seoretary i called so the
fact that a oopy of sald proposed agreement la not
tnoluded In the papera submitted, and thersfoge
its provisions cennot be stated wilh definlieness

He says also (p. 544)

The provisions of the agreement originally eon-
templated created an obligation of the municipality
to abstalp for tem years from granting to olhem
a simllar privilege for a Fronton

Evidently under an impreasion that his
{nformation is inpomplate, he prooseds with
his report to the Becretary of War {n a sem!-
apologatio tone, aud states that *it s proba-
ble that the Foraker amendment requires
the Major-General in command of the
United States foroes in Cuba to prevend the
waundoipolities in ¢he lsjand from exercising
the police power of the State in such a way
as to grant property franchises or conces-
eions.”

If this was Judge Magoon's opinion upon
the simple question of the exclusiveness of
the grant to erect a playground (sio), what
would it have heen had he known the fact,
apparently suppressed by Gen. Wood in
his reference of the matter to the War De-
partment, that the grant was a gambling

| to say that

oconoession, clearly in violation of all morals,
and also of existing laws, promulgated by
American authority?

It cannot be sald in palliation of Gen.
Wood's act that he merely took the last step
neceasary to logalize a concession. In refer-
ence to a similar conocession, Attorney-
QGeneral Griggs has given opinion (see Opin-
fons of the Attorney-General, Vol. 22, p. 854)
that: *Being inchoate and incomplete, lack-
ing oertain publioc action, it is not a complete
and vested franchise or concession, and the
War Department is without power to exer-
oise the prerogatives of the Government to
grant or oomplete such concession.” He also
quoted the opinion of President MoKin-
loy (idem, p. 400) that “in all instances of
applications for grants or concessions, as
the administration is temporary, it would
be inexpedient to grant such applications,
ezcept in case of absolute necessity.” Query:
Can it be that Gen. Wood regarded the con-
oession of & ten years' exolusive gambling
oconocession as an “absolute necesaity™?

It is by such means that the city of Havana
has been saddled with a viclous and demor-
alizing institution which her self-respecting
oitizens would gladly see swept out of ex-
istence, as it was in the City of Mexico.
Convinoced, so it is said, by American offi-
clals, that their case ia hopeless in the face
of the Platt amendment, which guarantees
all vested property rights acquired under
laws promulgated by the Military Governor,
they have submitted to what they belleve
to be inevitable. Is it inevitable if, by the
recognition and completion of an inchoate
Spanlsh conoession, Gen, Leonard Wood
violated the Foraker law? Was the Spanish
concession complete or inchoate? If in-
choate, upon what ground can {ts legaliza-
tion be justified?

REVIVAL OF OUR SHIPPING.

Prof. Trowbridge of Columbla Suggests
Certain Legisiation.

To Tar Epitor or THE BuN—Sir; In an
article in the Novomber number of Marine
Engineering soma of the men most interested
in a revival of our merchant marine have
glven thelr opinlons oconcerning methods of
revival. The reader {8 at onoce struck with
the unanimity of opinlon expressed by the
shipbuilders, that some form of subsidy would
be the best incentive to American commerce.
From the standpoint of the shipbullder, this
scems to ba true, for he would receive a direct
banefit by getting high prices for his work; but,
as far as producicg good results is concerned,
a subsidy such as was proposed at the last
Congress {s worre than nothing. That sub-
sldy was on a basis of cargo carried per ton
per mile, and by It the large, swift vessel
woliid earn an enormously greater amount
than the moderate sized, slow steamer suita-
ble for transporting freight very cheaply.
The consequenoce would be that enough large
ships would be bullt to use up the subsidy so
closely that only a fair profit would be made
on the capital invested, and then shipbullding
would becoine as staynant as It I8 to-day.

The kind of legislation needed Is not any-
thing that will distribute a certain amount of
money each year to a few Individuals fortu-
nate enough to have money to invest in large
ships, but rather, we need legislation that will
be a benefit to the people of the country and
will encournge the use of American built
shipe In every case where goods or passengers
are carried to or from this country. This
means that It raust either be possible to oper-
ate our shipa cheaper than those of a foreign
nation can be operated, or the American ship
must be given some advantage that cannot
be enjoyed by the foreign vesesel, great enongh
to make it desirable to use the American ship.
Buoch legislation would create a demand for
American bullt ships and promote competi-
tion, 8o that we could have a natural healthy
growth of shipbuilding in this country.

One advantage that could be given to ships
built in this country wowld be to put an export
duty on coal and have this duty apply to all
ooal supplied to any foreign bulilt ship, and
not to coal suppliad to American built ships
registered here. This vould be a source of
revenue to the Government and not an ex-
pensa, as a subsidy would be. Such a duty
would not be unjust, as it would inerely be a
case of charging the foreigner a certain
amount more than our own people were
oharged for some of the mineral produced
here. This duty would be especially hene-
floial to the large, awift Btewmer wh. . uses
such great guantities of coal, but not at the
expense of the freight ship, as the latter would
huve an equivalent advuntage over any for-
eign built vessel of its own class.

An export duty on coul would have amount-
ed to vary little a few years ago, but we have
bacome exporters of coal, und the nation
should receive sonme return for allowing such
valuable material to be taken ouf of the coun-
wy. It is becoming more difficuit to mine
coal in England sach year, and it seems to be
only a guestion of a short time before the
United States will be the greateast coal ex-
porting country of the world‘.

An export duty should also be placed on oil.
This {8 another very valuable niineral, vust
quantities of which are exported, for which
the nation receives nothing. As oil can be
used for fuel in place ol coal, it would be
neceasary to put a duty on it 0 make the
duty on coal elfective.

Tim price of ur‘]l\l‘nencan huilt ship s frcm
23 to 75 per oent. higler ¢han for a similar ship
built in Great Britain, depending largely on
the type of vessel. Why this Is 80 {8 usuaily
explained by the greater cost of labor here
tnan abhroad. The{)a is good reason to doubt,
however, that the blame should be placed on
the ocoat of labor. Certain it is that American
labor I8 well paid, but it {8 not better pald {n
shipbuilding than in the two industries that
empl?y exactly the same kind of labor,
namely, bridge building and
building.

.ﬁy large ahlgyard the organization is
naturally separated into the two divisions
o‘l hull department and engine department.
The work of the hull d\rpanmant fs exactly
parallel to that of a bridge bullding conoern,
and the work of the engine department to
that of & looomotive works. Of courss there
are pecullarities in hull work not Involved in
brld;{o building, such as bending the frames
and the great amount of warped surface on
a ship, but on the whole the two are pracli-
c:dl{ parallel. Likewlse, thare are differences
in the engines and auxillaries used on a ship
from thosa on a locomotiva, but In the main
featu:es of manufacture they are parallel.

t has been shown that American bridge
ullders and American locomotive manu-
aoturers can undersell English and Furopean

manufacturers of the same goods. Such
being the ca:f\, what {s the reason the Ameri-

locomouve

can shipbuilder, who uses tho same kind of
em[i‘lnyo thl same kind of labor,

materials an
is forelgn competitor?

cannot undersell

There |8 & simple, definite anawer to the
question, and [t s that the American shipyard
{s not opera as eoonomically as either the
hdge or looomotive shop, bacause {t is not
as well organl and conducted. The prin-
cipal reason for this is not the lack of brains
or effort on tha part of the men at the head
of the shipyards, but because the effort ex-
erted has been to cheapen the product rather
than to lessen the ocost of producing it. In
almost any of our American nhl?nrds the
expense of the offios and draughting rooms

resont.
ooked after more ocarefu l{. and a proper
system of L.)jocnwork introduced, it (s safa
most as large a red:eotion oouid
be made In the expense of these departments
1t is becauss of their efficient organization
that the large British shipyards are able to
do work mo cheaply, and not altogether be-
ocause of the low wages they pay.

Lot Congrass give the American-bullt ship
anough advantage to compensate for tha
higher cost of operating American ghips,
due to our uhmplnz lawa, and tha merchant
marine of the United States will take care
of itaelf. AMABA

¥Ew YORK, Nov. 0.

The Case of Leonard Wood.
From the New York World.

The reward already given t0 Leonard Wood
for being the personal friend of the Prealdent is
more than suffolent pecognition of his military
servioes. To make a Major-General of one whose
experience has been so limited would be grossiy
unfalr to hundreds of veteran officera and dis-
ocouraglng to every man In the service

From the New York Keening Post

As & matter of fact, President McKinley gave
Gen. Wood the Brigadler-Generaloy In order to
keep Rim from acoepting the presidency of the
District of Columbla Streei Rallways. Upon no

6 at

TROWBRIDGE.

other terms would Gen. Wood stay In the service. |
But for the District of Columbla offer, Mr. Mcliin- |
ley would probably never have had to conslder |
making his family physiclan a regular Brigadier- |

General

A Cruel Rejoinder.
Cholly Nimrod—Aw--and when I3 the season I

can't shoot!?
Gulde—Thres bundred and sixty-five days In the

yoar

RABBI HARRIS ON RELIGION.

He Sums It Up as & Search for Justice and
& Love of Kindness.

ITHACA, Nov. 13—At the fourth annual
New York State Conference of Religion,
held at the Unitarlan Church to-day, ud-
dresees were delivered by the Rev, Maurloa
Harris, rabbi of Temple Israel, New York
city: by the Rev. Erskine Ely of New York
oity, secretary of the League for Politic.|
Education, and by the Rev, Jamee T. Bixi v
of Yonkers. The Rav. Mr. Harrls said in,
part:

“Religion has looked upon sclence witl,
mistrust as a questioner of the schemsa of
the universe and life. The eclentist mix-
truste clergymen because he believes that
their knowledge 18 not sufficlently aoccu-
rate. However, sclence has not injured the
cause of religion, but,on the contrary, hus
alded it by exalting the conoeption of God.”

He summed up religion as a search for
Justioe and a Jove of kindness, The ohject
of the conference, he aaid, was to educat
the common peopie eufficiently to be satis-
fled with thia simple religion, and the es-
sential duty of the educated man is to in-
vigorate religlon with the world's boest
thought, that it inay become the guide aud
uplifter of all.

On the subject of “Sncializing of Religion,”
the Rev. Erskine Ely contended that the
churches of to-{\y are too arlstocratio in
their religion and not suffiolently bent
upon the truly religious side of Christlanity,
tho helping of the common people. Ho
waa strong In his conviction that the Churo!
should be less exclusive,

The last speaker wae the Rev, James T
Bubf{;: Ph. D.,, of Yonkers, who spoko
on “Religion in Education and Education
in Religion.” He thought that all religions
should congidered independently of the
advanced learning of the day.

ARCHITECT HULL THE WINNER.

His Plans for Hrooklyn's New Maunicipal
Buliding Accepted.

The eleven competing architeocts who
submitted plans tor the new munleipal
building in Erook'yn assembled yesterday
morning in the office of the City Works
Department to liear the decision of Prof
D. Despredalle of the Massachusetts Iu-
stitute of Technology, who had been es-
lected to mako the award. The report
of Prof. Despredalic was read by Borough
President J. Edward Swanstrom. It
clared in favor of the plans under the
sign of “American Flag,” which,
found had bcen submitted by W ton
Hull of 16 East Twenty-third atreet. Mr.
Hull is to recelve § per cent. on the total
oost of the building, which is estimatei
at from $1,000,000 to $1,5600,000.

Mr. BHull designed HSenator Clark’'s
$1,000,000 mansaion, at Fifth avenue and
Seventy-seventh streot, and stood fifth
among th 137 comvetitors for the building
of the new Urlversity of Californla.

Woodruff Leeming of Leeming & Claflin,
of 55 Broadway, received honorable mention
and Prof. Despredalle recommended that
his plans be purchased by the city as thev
incorporated several ideas which wers evion
better than Mr. Hull's.

The new municipal building will be eig!it
stories high and face on Joralemnon street,
ertending from the site of the present
muniofpal building to Court street: [t
will be larger than the new Hall of Records

| in Manhattan,

PACIFIO COAST LAND FRAUDS,

First Conviotion in California as a Result
of the Investigation.

WasHINGTON, Nov. 13.—The Secrotary o!f
the Interior to-day received information of
the first conviction in northern California
as a result of the investigation of the land
frauds there and throughout the Pacifio
States. The [ollowing is a telegram to the
Department of Justice from the United
States District Attorney for northern Cali-
fornia:

“Engle and three other defendants con-
victed of subornation of d
fng up timber and stone lands in northern
California. First conviction of this kiud in
this district for fifteen years and should
have wholesome effect in correcting timber
and land frauds of this character. Kindly
advise Land Office.”

A Sigh for the Old-Fashioned Theatre Bill

To THE Eprror oF THE SUN--Sir: The dally
newspaper press is the “complaint book® In which
every member of tue vast club known as soclety
may write. 1 avall myself of 1t In the hope of cor-
recting a nulsance about which there are no two
oplnions, and wiich s nightly complalned agaln it
This nulsance is the theatre programme, formerly
called “the bill,” and my protest will be applauded
by the vast theatre-golng public of New York ay
well as by the first nighters. who are the first suf-
ferers,

Last night 1 attended the opening of what | hop»
wiil be the profitable run of a certain play. in
citing this performance my only purpose refers )
the programme, which I belleve s like every thea
tre programme in the city. Here we have a scor?
or more of pages, printed on tinted paper, of whica
only one and a half pages are given to what every
body who has come to the “show” wants to know
wlile the twenty odd are of lmpertinent adver
usements.

Now, 1sn's this too much? To add to the annoy
ance, the key to the play is printed tn minlon ftalies
as |s the description of the characters. The soents
are nearly undecipherable when discovered two
pages away, where, imbodded among advertise
meuts of champagne, planos, cocoa, a restauraut
& complexion cream and also & trust company, all In
large bold face type, thé auditor s thus lefy ul
next day's leisure to learn what should be con-
spicuously set forth at his first glance, o sppre
clate the play.

1t is not economy that inspires the present fash
fon of programme, but when one goes to the play
he should learn In the quickest and most agreeahls
way what custom has found that the dramatist
may net announce from the stage, but which need;
10 be known by the Intelligent auditor; nor shoull
he be bothered to fumble through a dosen pages
to dlscover the first third of the bill of fare, which
he generally tears out to throw away the portions:
wiat would have given him the chronolugy, Wp
ography and other valuable Information. Whalis
showing the evil, let me prescribe the oure:

1f we retum to the old custom of a “theatre bill”
every one would be grateful, and willingly pay a
nickel to ses on a single page, of 7 by 15 Laches, Just
and only what he wanls to see. ¥.BH

NkwW YORK Nov. 12,

The Strenueuns Vicar of Hitchin Again.
From the Church Echectic.

The nation would have none of Mr. Chamberialn’s
proposals to grant old-age pensions out of the reve
nne derived from a duty on corn, but now the Rev
R.C. Filllngham, whose name will be famillar to your
readers, proposes to go one better, and find tho
necessary funds for the purpose by means of the d's

| establishment and disendowment ot she Church of

could be easlily reduced to one-half what {t |
It the shops and yard wera !

England.

“Tue capit:l of the Church of England,” observe!
Mr Fillingham, in the courss of a recent sermon 17
a London churoh, “"ls £90,50,000, and the caplisl
needed for such a soheme of old-age pensions a4 |
propose would be £0,100,000 © He did not say s0 ]
$0 mAny words, but the inferenoe seemed to be that
the coincidence was so remarkable as ‘to consHiute
an argument in favor of hls suggestion.

Flags at Half-Mast for a Salcide.

To THR EDITOR O THR SUN—Sir: The flags 00
the public bulldings in this town are, by order of
Superintendeut of Publie Bulldings Hil, fykig
at half staff to-day on account of the death of As
semiblyman Hughes, who oommitted sulcide yes
terday. |s not this in egregiously bad taste?

ALBANY, N. Y., Nov. 1L, J. L. THOMPSON

If it la proper to half-mast flags on public
bukaiugs for a dead Assemblyman, mora:
consideratious as to the manner of his death,
whethor in the order of nature or by his ow
hand, would seem to have no pertinency o
affecting thut formal expression of mourning

Candid Dxprassicas 2 3 Petrelt Centlaman
To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—S(r: I have always
contended that New York had more yaps than ai,
other city 1n the country, among both men and
women. The Goelet neident proves (6. Me [0
the Wast for keeps, Great Is New York, I dod
think, Just buy you for what you thlok you a!
worth and sell you for what you will bring. )
gods and little nshes! down and ous, and not

Ittle bit of a run for your money, My, but yoi
people are dippy for falr. But I do love THE 5. »
11's an oasls. A. C, Ooas WaLL

Dxrroir, Mioh., Nov. 13
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